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Abstract

The Western Area Power Administration’s Central Valley Project transmission system forms an integral part of
the interconnected Sacramento area transmission grid. Western is contractually responsible to oversee that the
system is operated in accordance with strict reliability standards. Growth in the greater Sacramento, California
area and power imported from generation outside the region, have increased the demand on the interconnected
electric transmission system, leading to transmission system overloads and reducing the reliability and security of
the area power system. Western has prepared this Sacramento Area Voltage Support (SVS) Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) in compliance with Federal laws, regulations and guidelines, principally the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

This Draft EIS evaluates the potential environmental effects of physical improvements to the area’s power
system. Enhancements are needed to improve system reliability and provide voltage support for the Sacramento
area. The results of public scoping meetings, workshops, meetings with agencies, and earlier studies by Western
and area utilities helped to develop a range of alternatives for analysis. The Proposed Action involves:

e Constructing a new double-circuit, 230-kV transmission line paralleling the existing double-circuit, 230-kV
line from the O’Banion Substation to the Elverta Substation;

e Realigning a portion of the existing Cottonwood-Roseville single-circuit, 230-kV transmission line north of
Elverta Substation; and

e Reconductoring the existing double-circuit, 230-kV transmission line from the Elverta Substation to the
Tracy Substation.

Public Hearings on the Draft EIS will be held between December 9-12, 2002. Comments on this Draft EIS are
encouraged and should be sent to Ms. Loreen McMahon (above). Comments must be received by December 30,
2002.





